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GETTING IT TOGETHER 


Here it is time for another newsletter, time to share with 
everyone what's happening, and for the most part we still don't 
know! Peter is here from Austin, and Steven Webster was through 
on his way back to Florida after a hiteh-hiking circuit through 
the Midwest. I've also had communication from Denver, Indiana- 
polis, and New York, but I haven't heard from the rest of you as 
to what's happening in your area. 


One reason may be that nothing is happening, although with 
Anita running around loose I can't imagine that! Another reason 
may be that you are so busy organizing a G.U.M. group in your area 
that you just haven't had time to write. JI choose to put my faith 
in the latter reason. If indeed our not having heard from you is 
based on either of the above I want to strongly encourage you to 
let us know what is happening. If we can be of any assistance or 
encouragement we will be glad to try. 


Included in this mailing are a couple of proof copies of a 
Gay United Methodists pamphlet, explaining our history and purpose. 
Use these as you will to duplicate and distribute. You will note 
that a space has been left for you to fill in your own or your 
group's name and address. We hope in this way to facilitate a 
more flexible and economical distribution than if we were to mail 
you X number of copies. 


Please note that I have moved to a new address: a 
K.Cus MOes « If you have written in the last couple of months 
an@ not received a reply it may be your letter was lost. Please 


write again if this is the case. Direct all changes of address and 
newsletter subscriptions to Peter Madison, » Austin, Tx., 


I want to reiterate that our purpose for organizing as Gay | 
United Methodists is first and foremost to develope communication 
and support between gays in the U.M.C., as well as other gay 
christians, The actual structures of groups now in existence is 
extremely diverse, and certainly not exclusively United Methodist 
in membership. Any group formed in your area should meet your 
individual and collective needs. Our primary assertion is the 
value of gathering together for common support as a christian com- 
munity, and the belief that we can eventually affect both local and 
national church structures to realize that we are their children, 


Keith Spare, Liaison 
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On November 11,12, & 13, 1977, Gay United Methodists will agaimary 
‘be gathering for a national meeting, to be held in conjunction with a 
Conference on Homosexuality and the United Methodist Church. This 
conference is being jointly sponsored by G.VU.M. and the Washington 

Square U.M.C.,in New York, 


The conference will begin on Friday evening with registration at 
Washington Square U.M.C., 135 W. 4th St., N.Y., N.¥., 10012. The Friday 
evening program will include keynote speakers, followed by a panel dis- 
cussion between the speakers, The Saturday program will consist of a 
series of workshops, which may include such topies as: gay peer coun- 
seling; ordination and homosexuality; homosexuality and religion; gays 
and the U.M.C.. If you would like to offer a workshop, or request one 
in particular, write the conference coordinators at the above address, 
Saturday's activities will conclude with a service of worship. 


Sunday will be the official meeting of Gay United Methodists. As 
is our custom the agenda will be open, to be developed by the partici- 
pants. It will, however, likely include a budget report and a discus- 
sion of how we are meeting our present goals. 


This will be the first time that G.U.M. has held a national meet- 
ing in the Northeast, a region which occupies a large portion of our 
mailing list. This promises to be an exciting meeting, and not the 
least of the excitement is the prospect of seeing many of our friends 
and supporters who have been kept from previous meetings by distance 
and financial resources, 


God be with you ‘till we meet in New York! -- K.S., P.M. 
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Most of you already know that Richard Huskey, a member of G.U.M. 
since its inception, had his ministerial credentials revgked by the 
Minnesota Annual Conference one day after the vote in Dade County. 
The following is a quote from the letter with which Richard formally 
surrendered his credentials. 


"T hereby assert that, in loving defiance of the oppressive manner 
and issue regarding my Deacon Order's termination, I shall continue to 
function ministerially as I walk in the interface between our secular- 
ized society and our violently-constructed church. By violence I refer 
to the situation in which massive feelings of alienation and rejection 
in Gay people are created by the church. Let it be said that the Lord 
Jesus Christ loves gay people, cares for us, and accepts us just as we 
are -- gifts from God3 In my own life, for example, there is no incom- 
patibility between my lifestyle and the Christian message of God's 
loving, saving grace being extended to me and all God's children, I am 
@ good person, a responsible and loving person, and I am a Child of God." 


Amen to that, Richard. So are we all, so are we all, 
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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 


"All memters of the Church are 
commissioned through Baptism and 
confirmation to ministries of Love, 
Justice, and service within local 
congregations and the larger com- 
munities in which they live and 
work.” (Discipline, 1976, P. 301) 


As Gay United Methodists and 
their supporters we affirm that we 
have received a call to the minis- 
try in the Church and the world. 


Our particular ministry to the 
Church is one of sensitizing church 
persons and structures to the needs 
and gifts of gay persons, The 
Church and society suffer from a 
lack of kmowledge of, and relation- 
ship with, gay people, The recon- 
ciliation of the Church with gay 
people requires that the Church 
discover gays as healthy, whole 
persons capable of lovaéng human 
relationships and of true Christ- 
ian discipleship, 


Our promary ministry within the 
world involves us directly in min- 
istry for and with our gay sisters 
and brothers, “We affirm all per- 
sons as equally valuable in the 
sight of God. We therefor work 
toward societies in which each 
person’s value is recognized, 
maintained, and strengthened," 
(Discipline, 1976, p, 72) This 
ministry takes various forms of 
service to the gay community and 
support in the struggle for social 
justice (fair employment and hous- 
ing practices, revision of penal 
codes, etc.). This is being ac- 
complished in conjunction with 
ministries of Christian community 
and nurture. 


HISTORY 


Gay United Methodists first met 
nationally as the United Methodist 
Gay Caucus in Evanston, Illinois, 
in July of 1975. National Meetings 
since then have been held in K.C., 
Mo., in November, 1975; Nashville, 
Tenn., in March, 1976; at General 


Coference in Portland, Oregon, in 


April/May, 1976; Grand Lake, Colo., 
in August, 1976; and Austin, Texas, 
in March, 1977. At the Austin 
meeting our name was officially 
changed to Gay United Methodists, 


These gatherings have served 
as focal points for gays in the 
U.M.C., and their supporters, who 
are dealing with the issues of 
heterosixism and homophobia both 
within and without the Church. 
They have provided times and places 
for sharing of personal experiences, 
discussion of individual and col- 
lective goals, and exploration of 
the various means toward those 
goals. 


LOCAL GROUPS 


The basic unit of G.U.M. is the 
local group. No particular struc- 
ture for local groups is required 
or even suggested by the national 
association. The people of each 
local area are left intirely free 
to decide what structure best suits 
their situation. Sunday school 
classes, fellowship groups, caucus 
groups, community service organ- 
izations, and even living situa- 
tions (such as the David & Jonathan 
settlement House in West Palm 
Beach, Florida) are all structures 
that local groups are using to fit 
their own particular needs and 
talents, 


Local groups may become affil- 
iated with G.U.M. by sending a 
letter to our Liaison with the 
following information: 


1) the name of the group 

2) an address of P.O. box no. 
for the group which can be 
published in Affirmation 

3) a brief description of the 
group's structure, method 
of operation, goals 

4) the name, address, and tel. 
no. of an official contact 
of spokesperson, which will 
be kept confidential on 
request. 


Each local group is encouraged 
to send at least one representative 
to national meetings. 


AFFIRMATION 


Affirmation, the newsletter of 
G.U.M., is published at least four 
times a year. It carries. news of 
what has happened in national meet- 
ings, announcements of upcoming 
meetings, and is the principle way 
in which news and views from indi- 
vidual members and local groups 
are shared with the national mem- 
bership. Items may be submitted 
by writing or phoning the editor, 
and need not be in perfect article 
form, 


Subscriptions are $5.00 per year, 
Send your name, address, and $5.00 
to the editor. Address corrections 
should also go directly to the edi- 
tor. The mailing list is kept in 
strictest confidence, 


STRUCTURE 


At the March, 1977, meeting in 
Austin we adopted a national struc- 
ture that is deliberately minimal 
in recognition of our need to put 
as much of our energy as possible 
into organization and activity at 
the local, district, and conference 
levels. We instituted only as much 
structure as we thought necessary 
to: a) act as a connection for 
information flowing between the 
local greups and individuals who 
comprise G.U.M.; and b) serve as 
an official point of contact be- 
tween G.U.M. and Church boards and 
agencies, the press, and other 
denominational gay organizations 
(such as Dignity, Integrity, etc.). 


The national structure consists 
of a three member steering com- 
mittee, and Affirmation - our 
newsletter. The members of the 
steering committee are the Liai- 
son, the Secretary-Treasurer, and 
the editor of Affirmation. Their 
names and addresses are listed on 
the back of this brochure, 


NATIONAL MEETINGS 


G.U.M. meets nationally twice 
a year. These meetings are held 
at various sites throughout the 
country, wherever a local group 
is willing to act as host. Info- 
Serve is kept posted as to dates 
and sites of national meetings as 
soon as the information is known, 


Meetings are held on a Friday- 
evening-to-Sunday-morning format 
in order to make attendance as easy 
as possible. Provision is made by 
the host group to house partici- 
pants in local homes for the week- 
end to help minimize the cost of 
attending. <A nominal registration 
fee (usually $5.00) is asked to 
help defray expenses incurred by 
the host group. 
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Liaison: 
Keith Spare 
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cecretary-Treasurer: 
Rev. Wm, A. Krick 
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Affirmation editor: 
Peter F, Madison 


Austin, Texas 


for further information on 
activities in this area, 
contact: 
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The first national meeting of the 
Gay Caucus was in July of 1975. 
Since that time the Caucus has met 
in Kansas City in November, 1975; in 
Nashville in March, 1976; and in 
Portland in April/May, 1976 in con= 
junction with the General Conference. 
These gatherings have given gay Uni- 
ted Methodists and supporters a 
chance to unite their efforts to 
change the church, support each other, 
discuss the ways in which they can 
minister to the Global community, 
and most importantly to spread the 
Good News of Liberation found through 
the Christian faith. 
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The Caucus’ communications am 
4s a newsletter—- "Blair Blurbs", 
It is published about every other 
month, with daily editions at Gen- 
eral Conference. It attempts to 
keep abreast of news and events of 
special concern to Lesbians and Gay 
men in the United Methodist Church. 


TASK FORCES 


The Caucus opted in its initial 
meeting to work through task forces 
in its efforts to achieve its goals 
as set forth in the statement of 
purpose, To date these task forces 
include: T.F. on Theology= attempt— 
ing to help the caucus "do theology” 

relation to the historic biblical 
Sppression the church has used against 
= Bay people; T.F. on Gay Ministers and 
= Ministries— attempting to develop a 
i network of specialized gay ministries 
© and offer support for gay ministers} 

and the T.F. on Strategies and Legis= 
lation= attempting to change church 
policies and influence the program 

of the church in regards to human 
sexuality issues. 
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“All Christians are called to ministry, and theirs 1s a ministry 
of the people of God within the community of faith and the World” 
(Discipline, para: 301) 

As gay United Methodist Chnstians and their supporters; we 
affirm that we have received a call to ministry in the Church and 
in the world 

Our particular ministry to the Church is one of sensitizing 
church persons and structures to the needs and gifts of gay per- 
sons. [he Church and society suffer from a lack of knowledge of 
and relationship with gay people. The reconciliation of the Church 
with gay people requires that the Church discover gays as healthy, 
whole persons capable of loving human relationships and'of true 
Christian discipleship 

Our primary ministry within the world involves us‘directly in 
ministry for and with aur gay sisters and brothers. We are striving 
to create acommunity which provides the potential for nurtunng 
human beings into the fullness of their humanity (Discipline, 
para. 72) This ministry takes various forms such as Services toithe 
gay Community and support in the struggle for social justice, such 
as fair employment and housing practices, revision of penal codes, 
etc. This is being accomplished in conjunction with ministries ot 
Christian community-and nurture 
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The Gay Caucus is also involved 
with gay organizations in other de= 
nominations and in the secular world 
who are fighting for gay rights. The 
Caucus supports the efforts of the 
National Gay Task Force and the Na= 
Tional Gay Rights Lobby, Inc. as they 
work for the passage of gay civil 
rights’ legislation in the US Con= 
Press, 

The Caucus also encourages and 
seeks eccumenical coalitions with 
Gay Caucuses and other groups from 
Protestant and Catholic Churchesxé& 
interfaith dialogues with Jewish 
and other religious groups. 


SUMMER MEETING 


The Gay Caucus will meet in 
Grand Lake, Colorado, August 27-29. 
The meeting will be at Shadowcliff, 
a mountain lodge overlooking Grand 
Lakes 

The agenda for the summer meet= 
ine is to include community build-= 
ing and the development of support 
systems for gay ministers and the 
network of gay ministries. The 
agenda will also include the set=- 
ting of direction for the quadren- 
nium, depending upon the outcome 
of the General Conference. 

Gay United Methodists and their 
supporters are urged to mark these 
dates now for this important meet= 
ing and join the Caucus for a time 
of*relaxation, sharing, growing and 
recreation, 

Please use the application in 
this brochure to join the Caucus, 
receive Blair Blurbs, and for 
information on the summer meeting, 


